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Remember the Ouverson
Family reunign &t the Fertile
Community Center, Sunday Aug.
1 2tz inoecf Coffee and

cold drink will|be furnished,
Pass this message on to others.

HALVOR OUVERSON FAMIL
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s hereliaiicone may Hours out ©f plc day, and I have plenty of time to ‘
think, both of the present and the past.| And I have wondered with the advance-
ment that has been made in so many, many things, why a man or group of men haven't
sat down and discovered some way that things between countries could be settled |
without going to war, and killing people and causing so much suffering. I know
the Bible says there will be wars and rumors of wars, until He comes again.

But why not have just runors? _

L will tell vou of some of the things.men have made such a big improvement
on. » Back in 19885, Dbr. N.W, Phillips, living in Clear Lake, bought a car. I
don't remember what make it was., He came out to my folks to give them a ride in
his new car, He and my parents were very good friends, My folks lived where
Curtis Ouversons live now. This car could only go 25 miles per hour, and didn't
have a top or any doors. I remember my Mother hanging on to me so I wouldn't
fall out. You had to light the lights with a match. They were some sort of
Carbide. He knew when he bought it,it was just a summer car. He could only run
it from about the middle of May until the first rain in the fall. And then he
had to use a team of horses and a buggy to male his calls. The tires had a thin
‘rubber inner tube inside and on those roads you could have a blow out very easy-
you had to stop and change it at once. Sometimes it could be patched: ‘you always
carried an extra tire to put on in place of the blown out tire, ; :
: In 1918, my folks bought a Buick L. It was a little improved. It had a top
jhut no windows, It had side curtai%s tp' button on if necessary. And the lights
could be turned on in the car., The 'tires were the same as the other car, And in.
the fall it was put in the garage and Jacked up to keep the tires off the cement.
There was no cement ot blacktop roads, not even gravel ones, and the roads were
dragged with a homemade drag pulled with horses., Compare the many 'makes of cars’
today, push a button and windows roll up and down, the lights are turned on and |
off from inside, and there is a radio in most of them and some even have phones, !
There is hardly ever a blowout and the car runs the year around. If we get a foot
of snow, by 10 o'clock the next morning you are on your way to work ‘50 miles or
more away, with the road bladed off and a niice paved road rahead, ?hélgpholsgpry‘ !
in the earlier cars wds cold leather, (plastic wasn't known), now they havel » ;= pody 0
beautiful plush upholstery in any color you want, ‘

Enough on the advancement of cars. | = ‘

I'1]l tell you of the early harvest and how the grain was taken care of.

I can just remember of one year when the small grain, mostly oats, were cut with
a sgcythe or sickle, and laid in [winrows. One man cut it and two men tied it into
bundles and sHocked it., THere wére six bundles to a shock and one laid over the
top to help shed the rain. When it was cured, or dried, then it was ready to be
threshed. : : : : « e ‘ ' |
; A man by the name of Andrew.Suby,(Mrs. Bud Jenkins and Doris Oswald's father),
", had a threshing.machiqe. He would go to the different homes and thresh their
.i 8rain. The machine was run by coal to build steam. He would come early in the
;morniné t'o! fire .up and when he'got up steam, he would blow a short whistle.
He had=}hg maghine, set justuxnside_@fqthegpasture fence, When he blew the
first whistle, I would run to the fence and he would lift me over and we'd go
to the machine where I'd blow the whistle a few times. Then he'd set me back
over the fence and we'd go to the house for breakfast. The whistle was to' let
| the men in the community that the threshing machine was ready to go.

It took 'eight men with teams and hayracks to haul the bundles of grain to '
ithe‘machine. Then there were two mén with teams and wagons to haul the grain
.from the machine to the granary., Two men would stack the straw,

 Most everyone had ticks, and they would fill them with this fresh straw and

, they were our mattresses, It was also put under the living room rug, ‘& fresh
~amount each spring and fall, and the rug was washed and tacked back down all

around the room, : 51 : !
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Thén thé'binder came on the market and Dad and a neighbor got one. It had
to move right along to work, so our four horses were used until noon and the

‘meighbor's four horses were used in the afternoon. The machine cut the grain,

tied it and kicked it off in bundles. If there was any straw left in the straw
“Tack after it was near time for a new one, it was hauled onto the field and
owed under,

he corn was the same way. It took several days to get a field planted,
Iverything was done with horses. A field had to be disked once and dragged twice
before it was ready to plant. Then they could only plant two rows at a time..
Then it had to be dragged again, and when it was up big enough, they started to
cultivate it. They tried to cultivate a field four times, but with favourable
weather, it could get too tall to run more than three times. There was no weed
killer or insecticides to be used. '

When fall came they went into the corn field with a team and wagon. The
man had on heavy mittens and what he called a husking peg put on over his mitten.
He usually could husk one load in the forenoon and one in the afternoon. The
husking peg took off most of the husks, so he had quite a clean wagon of ear
corn. My Dad picked out the nicest ears and those were put up for seed the next
year. The loads of corn were brought to a corn crib and stored,

Several years later the combine came on the market, Everything about it was
tractor pulled. There wasn't much small grain grown, it was all corn and a new
product, the soy beans., This machine picked the corn, husked it , shelled it
and had it ready to be hauled by wagon and tractor to the dryer if you had one,

~or to go to the elevator. It also shelled the beans and left them ready for the

market., A far different process and much quicker,
will tell of olden days some time later,, So--
'Cause it's raining, Don't complain,
If you want the rainbow, You must have the rain,

Violet Hall
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Lawrence, (1 - o J R
| ‘ » bearence, hdwin, W& k¥ 1in this issue are some of the members

-‘P” 1lvin i e ';' . .
eLvin, Virgil ‘ who will have family attending the

Front row 7, ; 3
- L to R reunion on Aug, 11th.

Harley, Mary, Henry, amd Tmery.




JUNE BALANCE SHEET COUNZTL NEWS
| The Fertile ity Council met in
Expenditures regul ar session on Tues., July 2, 1991
w#th Mayor MHof fman preciding and
David Low 301.41 council members Smith, Strohman,
Janice Hare 257 .08  Hansmeier and Sandifer present.
Waste Systems Covp. 1214, 50 Minutes of the previous meeting
IFERS ¢ 108060 were read and approved.
City of Fertile 51,00 | Report given that the fence is
Feoples Mat. Gas 37.56 finished at the horseshoe court and
Winnebago Co-op Tele. T0.31 that Red O]"ﬁn cgid the cemamt work.
Dick Sheimo 158. 57 City received a workmen®s comp
Cheryl Benson o EB9.03 refund and an Ipers vefund.
Treas. State of Ia. HE. T | Timer has been installed at the
! Cely Olson 1939 park and light will go off at 11 p.m.
Ingram 190,97 Wark on the streets will be done in
Sarah Richarcd TELTT 3t 4 weeks. ?
Interstate Fower Co. GER. 53 | Motion to acoept Marion Jennings
Baker % Taylor Teba a8 as the rural library board member and
Fecple 1€.58 e oappoint Celeste Christians to be
Tean 15,95 second term on the library b'ard

Wirtue 23050 ¢ Carvied. Il
Shepherd's Voice 8. 60 Water tower has been cleaned and
Finney Memorial Library 10.350 inspectead. : oy
Dexme o 112,68 Approval given for a wedding to be
Woman' s Day ‘ 15,97 held in the pank on Auq.’ﬁ, 1981, |
Feed-FRite Controls 10,00 Five applicdtions were V@«élvpd |
Country Woman 1. 9d for the part-tims water and sewer
Alrway Lawn Service G g maintenance job. Moxt-ion to hive Tim
Field % Stream I Tubtle. Cavy ied. ‘
Classic Cross Btitoh I g Motion to pay Loven Hof fman for

' E. Dalton LoD 76 4 howrs per month for the last 2
EBetter LuntallETS Mfu Ciov, BE. 96 months for reading meters.  Carvied.
Cheryl Bensan 21.84 Motion to pdy monthly bills.
Warld Book ' .00 Carvied. '

. BMIT ’ 138. 13 C Mesting adiorned.

v Woysley Electnic | - SOE.00 ' Janice Hare

i Larsen B o&0H 10200 , . ‘ City Clerk 5

,Fertile'lmbr % Hdwe' . 46 FEMINDER: : '
lake Mills Graphiac W L0 Building permits are reguired

. Central Lock & Feay .88 to build a house or garage in
Fertile Softball % L Leagueiio.Qo Fertile. Any building on your
Fostmaster VBELTD plopeirty check with city on building

f lheryl Bernison ] crdinances.

Sarah 'Fichard ) th R D SRS
Cely Olson 1'9.39 THANE YU

Ingram 1.9 Thark you to everyone for the
Corner Book and Gift S, 7Ty prayvers, telephons calls, cards and

o Chelsea House A I R flowers after my surgrey in Rochester
Oxmewzr House 7a73 and spoecial thanks to Fastor

; Life Skills Books P N P Framsptra and Joyoe for their v1a1t&

P Better Homes and Garden 18.77 and to the Chuwoh of Christ for .
Novrth Towa Librarvy Coe-op S, 00 their get well wishes. )
Electronic Spesclts., Inc. €427.00 Marcella Furlellx
World Book ' a8, 28 ERHHHHHHHRHN NI HEF RN R AR TR R

Total ‘ 7, 107.27 THANE YDuﬁ .
\ Thank youw to all™“for the préyera,
Tomtal Receipts G, 943,42 food, flowers and cards, extended to

my family at the time of my mother’s
death. God Bless each of you.
Evelyn and Alan Elthon
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+of ‘books that are informative and vely

The end of summer is often a slow,
quiet time when kids complain about
having nothing to do. The library is s
good place to find all kinds of inter-
esting things. Resides stories, magazines, I
and videos, there sre plenty of bouks

l:ﬁgut‘hobbies and other interesting e SUPER SUMMER READER
hings. _ L Ly :
* . Brand-new,at the library are two sets

From left to right: Kelley Benson, Amandé
Shropshire, Chi Christensen, Briana Webb,

ftimely. These are aimed primarily at older Eric Richard, Audrey Benson, Ryan Shropsgire.

children, but anyone will find much in
them. We Can Save the Farth is a six volume
set on the environment.,. The Drug Alert
jcollection of 'five books gives lots of
information on nicotine, caffeine, alcohol,
»arijuana, cocaine, and other drugs.,

Many new parenting books for adults -
have, recently arrived. From Thomas Publish-
Ang comes a set each with 52 Simple Ways To:
Teach Your Child About God; Tell your Child
I Tove You; Ruild Your child's Self-Esteem ‘
and Confidence; and Fave Fun With your cnild.
Other new adult = informational books include s
Love for a Lifetime (Dobson), Wealth Without
Risk, Iiving Trust/Alternative to Wills and
Probate, Flower Drying with a Microwave, and
Whirligigs: Design and GONRSLrucLion. !

The "991 Super Summer Reader" tee shirt |
was won by Chi Christensen. Thanks to all the
children who participated.- ;

The Fertile Library has recently been

FL= S,

SUPER SUMMER READER

awarded a $500 grant from Winnebago to be used From left to right:Sarah & Katie Lewis,
for the removal of the center wall. Work is ' Houston Webb, Ryan Shropshire, Kelley
expected to be done by this fall. ' . 1Benson, Amanda Shropshire, Briana Webb,

The library hours are: Stacy Monson, Audrey Benson, Chi Christensen.

MONDAY 2:00-~8:00
WEDNESDAY 1:00-8:00 .
FRIDAY 1:00-5:00
SATURDAY 9:00-noon I 1111111 LIBRARY NOTICE !!!!111!
‘ Starting Sept. 1,1991 fines for
overdue books will be in effect.

When you are looking for something to

i ‘ ummer boredom, come to the | x
1 A rnéaﬁih:ck it oubt ™ ’ , Books will be 25¢ for each day &

loraTY‘a ! ' f Video tapes will be a $1.00. t .

1 by Celeste Christensen So 1ook under bhe bed & lrcbe- |

| .
_ esda tween the cushions & get them
The next library board meeting is Tu s back to the library this month be-

July 30, 1991 at 7:0C p.m. fore the fines go into effect.




Thank the following merchants for mallnn
FERTILE REEMINDER.
cther supplies.
BUpenses.

We still need to h@ar‘fr

LARSEN  FLUMBING & HEATING 7972219

FERTILE LUMBER % HARDWARE 7972437

BURTNESS FLUMBING & HEATING 797-2680

OLD MILL ANTIQUES 7972430

FREONTO MARKET } 7Y7-IEIB |
MARY’ S SERVICE 797-2677 - |

Ratteries & tune-ups eaesn s

. RAY SANDIFER - TOM!'S SALES 7972681
AN v i . |
FERTILE FEED SERVICE 7j7~“31h |
Complete Livestook Needs
Saftner Salt, Dog % Cat Food
g ' t T ' "
LCWORSLEY ELECTRIC ! T e
‘Katolight 'Generators: o
Sales % Servioce
, Joan E. Norem
TWEDT INSURANCE & REAL ESTATE, INC. ,
| . 402 West Main Street /
Lake Mills, lowa 50450
2're Proud to Insure the City of Fertile
,  Home - Auto - Commercial - Insurance i ‘
. . b ‘
Ofﬁcé 515-592-5200 Home 515-592-2844 ;
¥ ; l‘
Q“';’v i By FaE el g gy R

Feturn To
Box 171
Fertile,
50434
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Their ads help us tu pur|ha%e the paper,

it possible for us to publish the
ink, labels, and

amo Yo b pay pustaqe and nther

LIBERTY

BANE AND TRUST BY96~2260
RUTCHER'S STEAK HOUSE | 7972647

Del icious Foood

Call For Reservations
MILLER™S DIESEL % o 4REA12E7
AUTOMOT IVE 1 S 7ET-2704
We pick up and deliver v TR

\ !

‘ '

/‘\u_
AMERICAN FAMILY
Bl 'NSURANCE

AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE e

~ JOEL SECORY AGENCY

912 NORTH 8TH STREET WEST
CLEAR LAKE, IOWA 50428

'
| PHONE: OFF. 515-357-8168
RES. 515-357-6760
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