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Martin., and Henry Ouverson, Mes. Giddings, the old Mrs.
Elthon, and Mrs. Erkenberry.

In the rear of the station was a blacksmith shop and
renalr shop. :

Across the street wherce Larson Flumbing and Heating is
now was a big two story buglding. A family by the name of
Wren had a furniture store downstairs and lived on the
secand floor. The house a@rmﬁ$ the strest south on the
cornsr was where Ernie Jones 1ived. Originally it was a
Frooming howse o hotel where overnite travelers couwld rent a
I C3EHT . :

The mnext houwse west of that where Gensva Haugen lives
now was where various doctors lived and had theilir offices. A
faw I remembesr ware Dr. Dallagher and latse Dr. Van Zanten.
Ioguess bthe reason I rememnbsr tham ' was that they had
kids in school when | was there.

The Mi Lon Hall was the original schoolbouse before the
el s e iRl B R o e R built and was moved from the sits of
the gyvmnasium to the location wherse il is now. At First it
was divided into two shops with an entrance on the center on
the south side. The sast half was a cate run by Evensons.
She was Mrs. Mort Haugen's sister. The wesst half was a shoe
store and repair shop, and the upstairs had & couple of apts.

The next building west where Bud Jenkins had an old shop
was wherse Mort Hawsgern  had a butcher shop and also made
balonsy and wisners in & very primitive shop. I it e el
my mird was the fact they hung wisnsrs and baloney on old
brooms and mops with the brooms and mops ill attached when
they hung them in the smoke houss. Flaal sanitary I'm sure.

Thers was a little old frams bullding where Estalens
Sanderson®s brick building is now that was called "Fopeyves"
which was the forerunner of fast food in that it was the teen
age hangout and they cooked up hambuw-gers while you walted
and vou took them outside to sat along with sither orange or
oprape Mebhl pop.

West of bthem wes

=

meneral store building now the post
offlos, owned by who was the father of Fets Grove who
carrisd maill and w the drayman who haoled freight from the
Hamlontown depobt to all of Fertils. The old gentleman was
very old when I first remember him and he always sat outside
the store on sunny davs in a chair and only went in the store
whian customsrs Came. :

Next west of his store was a larg
that how a hardware and machinery b
seeders, horse egUipment, and gas engines. This was owned by
Peta Ouverson, Mrs. Larery Ritber®s dacd, amd Carl Sheimo who
was an auctionesr.

Mest was the bank owned by the Rhod
the original founders of Rhodes Mi111, later Pubtsey, and then
Fartile. fAftear the 1989 crash the bank w alen over by an
inswrances comnpany who hired & man by the nams of Slosson who
managed all the farms the inswance company had repossessed
during the crash. Most of these had loans ainst them of
SO0 to 1000 per acre and he rented tham 2vious ownsrs
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cambalireg buwilding
s, mainly wagons,
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family who were




store. Also BEdna Federson and Marcella Furcell were clerks.

I do remember they had shoes, overshoss, overalls, and
shirts in the bassment, dress material, ribbons, Jjewelry etc.
along with groceries on first floor. They also bought
chickens in an old barn directly west of the store. Later
Clarence Sheimo bought the first livestock truck and hauled
hogs to Deckers in Mason City.

Where Charley Mye has his homse was another old barn that
was used to house school buses and the horse that pulled
them. Az I recall there was seven routes and they hired

These men brought us to the schoglhouse and then came to this
barn wherse they houssd their horses and fed them. The
drivers played cards or read until time to hitch up and take
ws homes at 4 p.m. School was from 9 a?m, to 4 p.m. with an
L i e To start with each student brought their own
LElT o Ghout the time [ was in S5th or &th grade they started
Home Economics(called Domestic Science), and this class
praparad & hob dish sach noon. Students participated by
paying 3 to 5 cents per day to eat. The menu ranged from
vagetable soup to a baked potato or macaroni and cheese, and
on a good day & hotdog and bun. This was a great treat after
diry sandwiches.

Along with driving & horse drawn school bus, how would
vou Like this schedule? The man who drove my school bus when
I started to school, was Rev. Carl Schoidt. They lived where
Lloyd and Angie Orcutt lived, and not only was he the
minister at The Church of Christ, but was Superintendant of
Schools. He also taught a couple of class, farmed sixty
acres, and milked 5 or & cows. If yvou told any of the
teachers this nowadays, they would not believe you.

In the thirties, another filling station and garage was
added when Reuben Rodberg built the building which is now
owned by Worsley Electric, and he continued to run this until
his death.

OFf course the old red mill has besn there since anyone
Lived in Fertils. First am sarthen dam built with logs and
dirt created the necessary water supply to turn the mill
wheel . The Fhodes ground wheat into flow for settlers over
a large area. Later they turned to grinding feed for
livestock. This sarthen dam went out one spiring when the
water was wvery high, and for one summer in the date thirties -
with no dam to hold the water, you could walk across the
Fiver and never get your feet wet About this time, Leo
Elthon whao had started a limerock gquarry directly west of the
Fartile Fark and bad been very successtul , was now Gtate
Senator and later Lt. Governor of lowa, teamsd up with some
of the Ouversons and rebuilt the dam out of concreste. I
remember they blocked off the water of the main channel and
the water was charnneled to the stream on the south side of
the park. After the dam was completed and the mill wheel
turned again, feed grinding was resumed. Later power for the
mill was to electricity as water powsr during the dry years
of the thirties was very undependable. I believe the mill




On the south side of the school streest were Al e
houses including the ones where Hess Fodberg lived and the
orme that Augie Lubther owns.

Nearly all of these families boarded and housed school
teachers & all lady teachers were single ol very few men

were very low. 14 I remember right

i

wars married as salariles

M. Lucken who was Supt. when I was & Sanior he was couwting
Mize Moore who taught 7th and 8th grade tolod me he was paid
$200 per month. They married arnd moved to Fort Dodge

where they still lived after they raetired.

T think there wera 2 houses west of the Lutheran church
the one on the north side where Fat Zobel lives and the one
ar the hill south where Edith and Malen Ouverson parents
liwved. %

Irn counting up I believe thers was Ela e O el L
houses west of the Church of Christ in the 30 et e
wornder those of us who ware in highschool thought it was S
a long ways from the school houss to the stores and
restaurant, there was just a lot of wide opsEn SPRAUSS.

East of the church there was about 15 houses, o [ owould
say there was about 40 houses total.

Although resident population was low, every small town
had a large cma ofF rural people they attraectaed to the
transportation was slow, roacds wWere Very poor
hle so the nearest

during the year were impas
town was where you did all youwr trading.

As 1 remember Fertile on Saturday nights, which was the
one night that everyona want to town. The street from the

bo the Creamery would be Jammed with cars. The
| amd sto 0 1B o (o

whenever one headed for hom SpHaliGE e gvary small
town had fres oubdoor movi and Fertil lorated west
of Fikenbary®s and <t of the Lime Rook Gl OREELT EE
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ioopen until WaE  (VETR o mme 1 asEimd et S o
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Government commodities will be given
out Thursday, July 7th at the Fertile
Community Center. Hours are from 1 to
h.o'clock. Milk and honey will be
given out.



MR. AND MRS. SHERWOOD, PITKIN

fas

Sherwood Fitkin and Marion
Olson were married at a candles
light service in Ellington Frairis
Lutheran Church near Miller by the
Fev. . B. Gunderson on May 18, 19238,
Following the ceremony, & recephbion
was held in bthe chusch cdilndng-—r gomn
for 200 relatives and friends.

Mrs. Fitkin had been teaching
rural school. Pl i S sl e s e

~Ffarming south-sast of Clesar Lake
where they mads thelr homs. I
194% the couple moved to a farm near
Milles, and dmn 19490 Ehiey mavad cn
their farm north of Clear Lake whare
thaey have resided sinde.

On Sunday, Juns 132th,
and Marion were honored AN
Open Houss at the Fertile Lutheran
Church hosted by their childrens
Sherril and Susan Fitken of Bolsa,
Idaho, Donna and Jaerry Ouve AR TR
Fertile, James and Candace Fitkin
ait Heeen Ciby, anE Chss SEE

orandenildoen.
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Thank You
Ouwr sinocere Thambke bto sveryomnes
who helpsd to make ouwr Golden
Wedding Anndversary Opaen Mousse a
special dav. Thank you for the
cards., gifts, Flowsrs, and warm
wismhies.,

i

Sherwood amd Mariam FPithkin

A Mations Life

T krow thres things must always he

To keasp a nation strong and frae;
fre is & hearthstons bright and clear,

With busy, happy loved ones near.
e i : cordial hand,
sarve and keep

the land.

wakm and bheatsn Waya
~m bhe peoplse go Lo PEay.

2 Lhese are kept allve,
and people will SLrvive.
em alWays . @verywhera,
e N e R e

Flace of Frayer.
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= Citizen®s Menu

July : Ham, potatoe salad, three
bear salad, baked beans, watermalon,
bread, butter, milk and coftfee.

July 19: Baked Fork Chop. baked
potatos, string beans, carrot salad,
fruit, bread, butter, milk and cotfes.

For ressrvations call Edna Pederson
betopre noon on Monday, 797-2669
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The things the flag stands for
warse oreated by the ssupsrience of a
gramat people. Evaerything it stands
for was weitten in their lives.
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Memorial graveside services will be
held for Norma Ouverson Van Note
at Brush Point Cemetery on Saturday

July 2nd, at 2:00 PM.

L O
v Cleaninmg Jjobs in
area, call 727-271é6

e

GARAGE SALE
CORNER OF MAIN & SPRING ST.

JULY 9th  9:00 a.m.



